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the thousands and thousands, versus a school district that's got
a high enrollment of fourth graders, a low enrollment of fifth
graders, a high enrollment of sixth graders. So you have a
sixth grade class that's had two teachers. Now you drop to a
fifth grade class that could get by on one teacher. B ut if you
put the classroom first, they' re not going to be able to let the
fifth grade teacher, th e com i ng six th grad e, present fifth
grade, low enrollment class teacher go b ecause we have sa id
classroom ha s to com e first, versus the school bus. And I'm
n ot . . . I d o n ' t wa n t t o p l a y o n p e op l e ' s emo t i o n s , but a n unsa f e
school bus has certain disadvantages, obviously. But as I would
read this, because of the 'shall,' now it's not intent, it's not
ideally or whatever, this says 'shall,' it looks like to me this
could invite a lawsuit because the school board would eventually
not do th e school bu s because they don't have the money, but
they would keep the c l assroom tea cher, the seco nd classroom
t eacher . I f y ou unde r s t a n d , I ' m t a l k i ng ab o u t t he one . . .two
classrooms, two teachers, v ersus one po te ntially, w i th low
enrol l ment co u l d get by wi t h o n e . I wou l d i nt e r pr e t t h i s t ha t
t hey' re g o i n g t o ha v e t o k ee p t w o t e a c h e r s f o r t ha t com i n g s ma l l
class because we want closer to the schools...closer to the kids
versus a school bus that badly needs replacing. I don 't think
this is to o far off an issue because I do realize many smaller
districts are getting almost to t h is po in t. If you 'd like
coaanent, I ' m goi n g t o . . . I ' l l qu i t t a l k i ng . I j u s t want t o s ay I
do oppose this amendment, not because I don't agree with it in
theory, but I think, practically speaking, to be in sta tute
causes m o r e gr i e f t h a n i t wi l l d o g oo d i n t h e lo ng ru n . Tha nk
you. You m ay hav e t h e re s t o f my t i me .

SPEAKER BROMM PRES IDING

SPEAKER BROMM: T hank you, Senator Wehrbein.
you hav e a l i t t l e ov e r t wo mi nu t e s .

SENATOR BOURNE: Th ank you, Senator Wehrbein. I a ppreciate your
comments and I recognize that you are maybe sympathetic to the
concept of t h e bi l l and su p p o r t i v e o f t he concep t , but you ' r e
afra i d i n pr a c t i c a l i t y i t mi g h t b e d i f f i cu l t t o i mp l eme n t, a nd
he's nodd ing a c k nowledgement o f t ha t , a nd I unde rstand t h at .
One thing I will say about Senator Wehrbein's scenario with the
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6285


